
Gay & Lesbian Network (GLN) held it Annual General 

Meeting on 20 April. Our Annual General Meeting was 

a successful event and many of our supporters and 

allies attended.  

Our Programme staff gave feedback on the work that 

they have been doing and the huge impact that this 

has had within the various communities.  

There were presentations from our chair, director and 

financial manager. Our very own Rainbow Theatre 

Group did a very moving performance, one that 

brought some of the audience members to tears.  

Siya Khumalo, author of the book titled You Have To 

Be Gay To Know God, was there to promote his book 

and do a book signing. He donated a copy of his book 

to Gay & Lesbian Network and it can be hired from 

our resource centre (members only).  

For further information, please contact: 
info@gaylesbian.org.za            
or visit www.gaylesbian.org.za 

Annual General Meeting meets book signing  



Marching against for plight of hate crimes 
GLN  joined in a march for IDAHOT (International Day 

Against Homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia) 

which is observed on May 17 and aims to coordinate 

international events that raise awareness of LGBT 

rights violations and stimulate interest in LGBT rights 

work worldwide .  

The walk took place along Durban beach front, and 

members of GLN made sure to wave the rainbow flag 

high to help raise awareness,  marching for equality 

and speaking out against discrimination and hate 

crimes.  A moment of silence was also observed to re-

member those who have fallen victim to various hate 

crimes. 

The event was organised Same Love Toti and the Hate 

Crimes Working Group, the DA and the UKZN LGBTI 

Forum also participated in the event.   



 

Spreading the results of our MSM study 
The research team have finished their study which ex-

plored the complexities of same-sex relationships be-

tween men in Southern Africa and how this impacts 

on the fight against HIV. 

The study was conducted by the Human Sciences Re-

search Council (HSRC) in partnership with the Gay & 

Lesbian Network in KZN, South Africa, and Positive 

Vibes in Namibia. Researchers used focus group dis-

cussions, in-depth interviews and online surveys to 

access the experiences of more than 600 men who 

have sex with men (MSM) who are in some form of 

same-sex relationship. 

In interviews with 27 MSM couples, respondents relat-

ed experiences at public health facilities which drove 

them to hide their identity or seek services elsewhere 

and many reported preferring health-care services at 

NGOs catering for MSM. 

These showed how negative experiences, and the 

fear of repeating them, inhibits MSM from exercising 

their right to access available services intended to re-

duce the transmission of HIV. 

The negative experiences most reported were hostili-

ty and judgemental attitudes towards same-sex desire 

and behaviour by health-care workers. Participants 

suggested that inadequate sensitisation training and 

ignorance about creating same-sex friendly spaces or 

providing services appropriately was the cause. 

Participants also experienced health-care facilities as 

‘straight spaces’, where attitudes consistent with the 

assumption of heterosexuality as the norm was a bar-

rier inhibiting MSM, without a word being spoken. 

This made them feel they needed to ‘act straight’ be-

fore they could access services or even have the cour-

age to enter health-care facilities. 

For more information, please visit our website, 

www.gaylesbian.org.za 
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VISION 

To be a leading LGBTI organisation in Africa promoting equality, human rights and 
upliftment of LGBTI people. 

MISSION 

GLN ensures the upliftment and recognition of the LGBTI community through  
 creative programmes for community members, service providers, religious 

and traditional leaders. 

Core Values 
Our core values are equality, respect and acceptance. 

Telephone: +2733 342 6165 

Email: info@gaylesbian.org.za 

Physical Address: 19 Connaught Road, Scottsville,       
Pietermaritzburg, 3201  

Postal: PO Box 100969, Scottsville, 3209,                           
Pietermaritzburg 

www.gaylesbian.org.za 

We invite you to support our mission of ensuring opti-

mum commitment and services for the upliftment and 

recognition of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 

Transgender, Intersex (LGBTI) communities.   

At Gay & Lesbian Network, we have been finding crea-

tive ways in which to raise funds for our programmes, 

which are crucial to this process.  

You can now become a Friend of the Network and 

have free access to our resource centre, which is full 

of books and films that focus on LGBTI+ issues.   

We now also boast a bequest programme, by which 

you may choose to include GLN in your living legacy, 

but adding GLN to your will.   

In terms of Section 4 (h) of the Estate Duty Act, a be-

quest to a public benefit organisation is exempt from 

tax in terms of section 10(1)(cN) of the Income Tax 

Act and is deductible for estate duty purposes.   

GLN is also a registered  public benefit organisation 

which is Tax Exempt and has Section 18A (1) status. 

Every cash donation you make to the Network is tax 

deductible in terms of Section 18A (1) of the Income 

Tax Act 1962, as amended. 

Banking details:  

Account Name: Gay & Lesbian Network 

Account Number: 333 301 927 

Branch Code: 051001 

Bank Name: Standard Bank 

mailto:info@gaylesbian.org.za

